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Very  Perfon  is  fenfible,  how 
fatal  the  Difeafe  I  infill  on, 
hath  been  thefe  late  Years  j 
and  perhaps  there  is  not  a 
Family  in  the  Kingdom,  that 
laments  not  the  Spoils  of  it ; 
which  is  fufficient  to  juftify  every  hanelt  At¬ 
tempt,  to  free  the  Publick  from  fuch  a  Ca¬ 
lami  ty. 
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A  New  Essay 

I'ffiall  not  enter  into  the  Difpute  about  Inos¬ 
culation,  which  is  now  on  the  Carpet  by 
reafon  what  I  have  in  my  Views,  is  the  fu-' 
perfeding  any  Occaffon  for  that  Operation  , 
which,  if  it  could  be  obtain’d,  muft,  on  mar 
ny  Accounts,  be  preferr’^d  to  the  general  Pra- 
dice  of  it and'render  it  more  fafe  in  the  few 
Ihftances,  wherein,  after  all,  it  may  be  efteem’d 

j- 

proper. 

In  order  to  introduce  this  Propofal,  I. think 
it  necelTary  to  obferve  what  gave  me  the  firft 
Hint,  and  is  the 'reah  Foundation  of  it  vvz* 
That  the  Difteftiper  it  felf  is  ^both  of  a  Fo¬ 
reign  FxtraB^  and  of  a"  late  Origin.  There 
are  fbme  Parts  of  the^World  entirely  unac¬ 
quainted'  with  it  at  this  Day  and  we  are 
alTur’d,  one  Quarter  .of  it  (viz.  A?nerica^  was 
fo,  till  the  Spaniards  fubdued  it  ,  when,  by 
the  Infeftion  of  a  Negro,  this  cruel  Difeafe 
fpread  it  .felf  among  the  Natives,  and  hath 
,now  almoft  extirpated'  great  and^‘  populous 
Clans. 

The  old  Greek  and  hatin  Phylicians  had 
no  Idea  of  this  Diforder  ^  For  we  have  the 

firft 
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firfl  Defcriptions  of  it  from  the  Jr  a  hi  a7i  Wri¬ 
ters.  I  confefs,  we  read  of  Eruptions  in  Fe¬ 
vers  ^  and  have  Reafon  to  think  thefe  obtain’d 
in  ancient  Time.  I  know  not  whether  what 
we  term  the  Cbicken-Pox,  may  not  be  a  pro¬ 
per  critical  Secretion  of  fome  Humours  in 
Children  for  they  often  alfeft  them,  with¬ 
out  any  previous  Contagion,  and  are  attend¬ 
ed  with  no  ill  Confequence.  But*  the  Moors  ^ 
and  Arabs  ( who ,  every  Perfon  knows,  by 
their  fordid,  nafty  way  of  Living,  in ’a  hot 
Climate ,  have  turn’d  common  Fevers  into 
Plagues  5'")  have  perhaps,  in  the  fame  mian- 
ner,  given  that  malignant,  contagious  Effi¬ 
cacy  ,  to  thofe  Mild  '  and  ’  Natural  ^  Pu- 
ftules. 

From  this  Account  oT  the  Cafe,  it  muff' 
evidently  follow,  that  the  Diftemper  I  now’  " 
treat  of,  is  One  Secies  of  a  Plague  and^ 
therefore  both  maj  ^  and  ought^  in  the  fame 
Manner,  to  be  extirpated  from  the  Na¬ 
tion. 

The  late  Experiments  of  Inoculating  it  ' 
confirm  this  Account and,  at  the  fame  Time^ 
fufficiently  demonftrate, .  how  fmall  a  Seed, 
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lefs  than  the  Hundredth  Part  of  a  Grain, 
will  produce  a  very  plentiful  Crop.  It’s 
true,  this  may  differ  very  much,  in  regard 
of  the  Soil  which  is  a  Confideration ,  in 
Favour  of  a  Praftice,  that  allows  ys  a  con¬ 
venient  Opportunity  to  prepare  the  Body,  and 
to  ad  juft  both  the  Qjaantity  and  Situation 
of  the  Particles,  that  are  thrown  into  it. 
But  why  fliou’d  we  generally  cultivate  after 
this  manner  an  Eajlern  Plant,  that  hath  made 
fuch  dreadful  Havock  among  us  ?  Efpecially 
fince  there  is  fo  much  Reafon  to  queftion, 
whether  we  could  promife  our  felves  that 
Succefs,  if  it  were  nniverfally  in  Ufe  :  For, 
the  Contagion  muft  increafe  in  Proportion 
_  to  the  Subjefts  ^  whereas,  on  the  other  hand, 
when  the  Difeafe  hath  left  us,  the  few  who 
(on  the. Account  of  Travelling,  orPhyfick) 
may  have  leave  to  go  through  the  Opera¬ 
tion,  will  run  lefs  Hazard  in  it. 

I  confefs,  there  will  be  a  Difficulty  in  o- 
vercoming  popular  Prejudices,  in  Favour  of 
thcfe  Dlforders.  They  efteem  them  fent  of 
God,  for  the  Sins  of  Mankind  which  is 
a  pious  Account  of  all  our  Affluftions.  But 
when  this  Reprefentation  difcourages  the  pro¬ 
per 
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per  Endeavours  to  remove  them  it  hath  ge¬ 
nerally  been  efteem’d,  in  other  Cafes,  a  cri¬ 
minal  Abufe  of  the  Doftrine,  This  is  per- 
feftly  the  Cafe  in  Turkey  where,  for  that 
Reafon,  their  great  Towns  are  no  more  free 
from  the  Plague,  than  ours  are  from  th® 
Small-Tox.  But  I  have  the  Pleafure  to  ob- 
ferve ,  that  the  Articles  of  the  Church  of 
EtjgUiid  prudently  caution  us  againfl:  this 
Conftrudion  of  the  Sentence  of  Predeflina- 
nation  which  ^  for  Curious  and  Carnal  Per- 
fons  to  have  before  their  Eyes  ^  is  there  faid 
to  be ,  a  great  DownfalL  But  I  leave  the 
Management  of  this  Argument  to  our  Di¬ 
vines. 

When  our  People  are  well  reconcil’d  to  the 
Religion  of  the  Thing,  there  can,  perhaps,  be 
nothing  more  eafy  or  fafe,  than  to  deliver  us 
from  the  Infection.  For,  the  Subftance  of  my 
Propofal  is  but,  in  ftiort, 

To  take  the  Method^  that  was  infifted  on  as 
necejfary^  to  deliver  us  from  the  Plague^  if  it 
had  been  imported  among  ns  •,  as  we  appre¬ 
hended  it  might,  from  Marfeilles. 
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The  Thing  is  then  To  far  done,  that  I  have 
Reafon  to  hope,  and  fay,  A  few  Generations 
hence  would  enquire,  what  Sort  of  Diflemper 
their  Anceftors  intended,  by  the  Name  of  the 
Small'Pox  ?  And  when  fo  great  an  x\dvantage 
may  be  procur’d  by  it  there  can  be  nothing 
unkind,  or  difficult,'  only  in  obliging  the  At- 
ttndants  and  Phyficians^  where  the  Small-Pox 
are^  to  perform  a  Sort  of  Quafantain  \  to  bury 
the  Furniture^  and  purify  the  Jioufes  •  which 
is  all  that  will  be  requir’d,*  and  to  which  they 
will  have  fufficient  Inducement  to  ccnfent,  if 
the  Lofs  they  fuftain  by  it,  is  but  fupported 
by  the  Publick.  I  know  not  whether  an  Office 
of  Infur ance  might  not  be  eftablifh’d  for  that 
Purpofe  :  But  this  will  be  the  Care  of  the 
Legiflature,  if  our  Phyficians  do  but  come  in¬ 
to  the  Scheme  :  They  are  the  only  P’erfons 
that  will  fuffer,  iri,a  profitable  Branch  of  their 
Practice.  But  whatever  fome  impudent  Quacks 
may  have  in  their  View,  I  have  the  AlTurance 
to  fay.  The  Gentlemen  of  the- Faculty,,  up¬ 
on  the  Principles  of  the  New  Philofophy,  and 
the  beft  Experience,  wfill  efteem  this  Propo- 
fal  worthy  their  Confideratioiv  They  know 
very  v/cll,  that  when  the  Eruption  is  com- 

'  pleated. 


pleated  and  the  putrid  Particles  have  fix’d 
on  the  Lungs,  and  vital. Parts-,  the  Event 
mufl  be  left  to  Nature  i  for  there  is  little 
Room  for  the  Exereife  of  the  bed  Skill :  And 
upon  that  Account,  they  mufl  be  pleas’d  with 
an- Expedient,  that  .will -fecure  their  Art  from 
the  Tryals,  that  are  vain  in  themfelves,  and 
often  fatal  to,  their  Reputation,  As  for  the 
Scandal  of,  our  Profeflion,  the  Men  who  have 
no  Comfort  but  in  Filth  and  Ordure,  and  are 
only  Caterers  for  the  Worms  ^  Lam  not  a- 
fiiam’d  to  confefs,  I  have  fhew’d  no  regard  to 
their  mercenary  Ends.  - 

It  is  to  the- very  Learned  and  Worthy.  Bo¬ 
dy,  1  fubmit  this  Propofal  who  willj  J  am 
perfuaded,  at  lead  honourably  treat  a  Plan, 
that  is  form’d  upon  the  Pradice  of  fome  of 
the  Ancient  Phyfici-ans,  the  Fathers  and  fird 
Ornaments  of  this  Science  who 'did  not  on¬ 
ly  confult  particular  Cafes,  but  deliver  d  whok 
Nations  at  once  from  Tlagnes.  If  the  Method 
I  have  fuggeded  appears  to  them  as.  well  cal¬ 
culated  for  this  Purpofe,  as  it’s  honedly  de- 
,  fign’d  -  I  have  no  Reafon  to  doubt  the  Appro¬ 
bation  of  Perfons  of  fuch  a  generous  and  geh- 
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teel  Education,  and  whofe  Bufinefs  is  the 
Health’  of  the  People.  ’  ^ 

I  know,  'the  Fate  of  this  Scheme  will  de¬ 
pend^  on  their  Reprefentation  of  it and  there¬ 
fore,  by  reafon  The  Royal  College  of  Phyfcians 
are  befl  quallfy’d  to  dired  the  Execution,  I 
have  not  pre fum’d  to  offer  the  particular  Rides 
that  muft  be  obferv’d,  and  that  will  require 
the  Sanction  of  the  Legillature  :  It  is  what, 
I  do  not  doubt,  they  will  favour  their  Coun¬ 
try  with ,  if  this  Propofal  is  To  happy  as  to 
come  recommended  by  them.  ^ 

His  Mofl  Sacred  Majejly^  whom  God  long 
preferve  and  Their  Royal  Highnejfes^  tho’ 
they  are  now  in  no  pain  for  the  Princes^  the 
young  Hopes  and  Joys  of  thefe  Realms  They 
have  too  much  Regard  for  their  People,  not 
to  encourage  every  Thing  that  may  make  them 
Happy  and  Healthful. 

/ 

And  I  hope  our  Mobility  and  Gentry  will 
efleem  it  too  much  a  common  Intereft,  to 
negled  this  Propofal ,  if  there  is  a  Profpeft 
(as,  I  think,  there  is  a  very  good  one)  in  this 
Way  of  being  fecure  from  this  Diftemper, 

'  and. 
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fprout  in  any  Qiiarter,  there  will  be  the  great- 
eft  Reafon  to  expecl,  where  the  Soil  is  not  too 
favourable,  (if  I  may  be  allow'd  to  purfue  a 
Figure  that  will  beft  explain  it  to  the  com¬ 
mon  Reader)  it  will  be  a  weak  and  tender 
Shoot,  which  we  may  eafily  weed  out,  and 
not  one  rank  Crop  upon  another,  as  we  fome- 
times  experience  now. 

As  for  the  Time  that  will  be  requir'd  to  ac- 
complifli  all  this  ^  it  can’t  be  fuppos’d  I  fhou’d 
prefume  to  determine  it  :  For,  our  Phyficians 
know,  it  was  feverai  Years  before  we  were 
rid  of  the  laft  Plague.  It  is  fufficient,  that 
the  Affair  is  of  fo  much  Confequence,  that 
the  Children  who  are  yet  unborn  demand  our 
Attention  to  it. 

r! 

The  greateft  Objedion  is  from  the  Preju¬ 
dices  of  the  People  y  who  are  inclin’d  to 
think  every  x\bridgment  of  their  Liberty,  tho’ 
it  is  for  their  Advantage,  inhuman  and^bar- 
barous.  But  in  this  Inftance,  I  know  not  how 
it  is  5  Perfons  of  Quality  and  Fortune,  and 
very  many  of  the  Populace,  are  almoft  come 
into  this  Pradice  of  themfelves,  from  their 
‘own  Obfervations  and  Reafonings  upon  the 
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Head,  The  Husband  and  Wife,  we  have  feen 
eontent  to  live  apart  for  a  Time  •,  or,  if  they 
are  determin’d  againft  it,  they  might  perhaps 
be  indulg’d  to  perform  the  Quarantain  toge¬ 
ther,. 

The  Jews^  as  ftiff-neck’d  and  rebellious  a 
People- as  they  are  reprefented  in  the  Holy 
Writings,  had  fo  much  regard  to  their  Health, 
as  to  fubmit  to  a  much  feverer  Regimen.  For 
there  is  a  vaft  Difference  between  a  Separa¬ 
tion  from  Society  for  a  few  Days,  which  is  all 
this'  Scheme  requires  ^  and  theirs,  which  in 
fome  Cafes  continued  for  Life. 

I  can’t  doubt',  the  Worthy  and  Learned  Col¬ 
lege  of  Phyficians,  if  they  came  into  the  Pro- 
pofal,  wou’d  take  care  to  direct  the  Execution 
of  it,  to  a  general  Satisfaiftion  :  And  upon  this- 
Account,  if  the  Legillature  made  them  a  Sort 
of  Office  of  Infuranee  -y  the  Contributions  they 
would  receive  from- the  whole  Nation,  and 
the  Voluntary  Benefadtions  of  very  many,  to 
whofe  Families  this  Diftemper  hath  been  fa¬ 
tal,  would,  I’ni  perfuaded,  render  them  very 
capable  of  difcharging  that  Service,  by  theii: 
Agents,  with  great  Applaufe.  I  might  fug- 

geft 
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geft  the  Pleafure  they  muft  have  by  that  Cor- 
refpondence  this  would  eftablifli,  to  obferve 
the  State  of  Difeafes  and  Phyfick  through  the 
whole  Nation,  and  to  direft  the  Pradice  of 
it  in  this  Inftance  :  Which  laft  is  a  Confi- 
deration  of  too  much  Weight,  not  to  be  of¬ 
fer’d  to  the  Publick  :  For,  if  any  Thing  can, 
it  ipuft  reconcile  every  Perfon  to  this  Propo- 
fal  •  That  He,  and  his  Relations,  tho’ they 
are  the  meaneft  of  the  People,  ( among  whom 
this  Diftemper  generally  lodges)  will  have 
proper  Medicines  and  Attendance,  and  be¬ 
come  the  Care  of  the  moft  Learned  Body  of 
Phyficians  in  the  World.  . 
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